The prompts and sample text below may help you with drafting your unique comment. Avoid cutting and pasting all the bullet points because that could result in your comment being filtered out.

Begin strong
I strongly oppose the proposed fee waiver rule because…

Share a story -  about yourself, your family, your friend
· We immigrated to the U.S. because we believed in the values of …
· I needed a fee waiver to file my citizenship application and …
· My neighbor worked hard to support their family and contributed to the community by …
· Accessing state benefits helped my friend get started and now they own a business/have a good job….
Say why the proposed revision is harmful and irresponsible

The proposed revision is punitive, unnecessary and places a huge burden on applicants…
· For example, a person whose green card is expiring will be unable to renew their card if their only proof of financial standing is their eligibility for public benefits. If they are unable to renew their green card , they could potentially lose their job.
· Income-based fee waivers require more evidence and are far more time-consuming and challenging to prepare. They require the most recent year’s tax return and pay stubs from the last three months, or a combination of other income evidence, such as proof of unemployment benefits. This documentation must be obtained from every person who contributes income to the household. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For individuals who are not required to file taxes, because they do not work or earn enough to be required to, there is no clear way to establish eligibility for a fee waiver. The piecemeal evidence that these individuals will provide will likely be deemed unsatisfactory by USCIS, and the I-912 will be rejected. Some applicants may try to submit again, which requires additional time to prepare and evaluate. 

This revision will add to the already huge backloads of cases to be processed…
· USCIS should focus its efforts on eliminating backlogs – 753,352 in the U.S. and 18,707 in Seattle – rather than implementing changes that could lead to an increase in backlogs.
· More officer time spent adjudicating complicated fee waivers means less time adjudicating the backlog of long-pending applications. 
If our taxes are already paying state or local benefits-granting agencies to make an income determination for those applying for benefits, why does USCIS want to redo this work?
The rule would impose huge costs to the Department of Justice (DOJ) recognized agencies tasked with assisting low-income immigrants….
· Nonprofit agencies would have to change their informational and educational materials, forms, and websites if fee waiver requirements change, incurring costs for design, printing and distribution.
· It will hurt our nonprofit partners whose very mission is to assist low-income immigrants. The additional time needed to find the necessary proof of income will stretch their staff capacity, resources and infrastructure. 

Close strong
· Urge the Trump Administration to immediately withdraw this proposed revision to revise the Form I-912. 
· Don’t make it harder for immigrants to naturalize.
· The administration should dedicate its efforts to advancing policies that strengthen--rather than undermine—the ability of immigrants to support themselves and their families.
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